
The application procedure was overseen by 
the Patrimoine Vivant du Pays de Grasse Association, 

and its President, Jean-Pierre Leleux.

With the support of the City of Grasse,
the Pays de Grasse Agglomeration Community 

and its President Jérôme Viaud, Mayor of Grasse 
Vice-President of the Alpes-Maritimes Départemental Council

 and Pays de Grasse’s Mayors 

Find full information 
on the application procedure: 

http://www.savoirfaireparfum.paysdegrasse.fr

THINGS to see, things to do...

http://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr
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Recognition of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, a label.
The Patrimoine Vivant du Pays de 
Grasse Association has designed a 
special emblem as a way of promoting 
UNESCO’s inscription of the skills related 
to perfume in Pays de Grasse. The 
emblem is awarded to any organisation 
or event that contributes to promotion 
of “skills related to perfume in Pays de 
Grasse” and their transmission to future 
generations.

Must-see places to visit if you want to find 
out more about Pays de Grasse know-how
Pays de Grasse has turned its perfume-making activities 
into an art!
A number of great perfumery houses are happy to share 
their fascinating experience in the mysterious alchemy 
of fragrances. There’s nothing improvisational about the 
perfumer’s craft. Grasse has no lack of master perfumers 
ready to welcome you to their workshops and acquaint 
you with their unique creations.

According to the seasons, visit family farms growing 
Centifolia roses, jasmine or tuberoses, and extend 
your immersion in this world of scents with its countless 
olfactory surprises.

Treat yourself to an 
idyllic guided tour 
of a perfume plant 
conservatory, the 
International Perfume 
Museum Gardens 
in Mouans-Sartoux. 
An unmissable 
stop-off to acquaint yourself with the emblematic 
flowers that made Grasse’s reputation. 

And finally, take a stroll 
around Grasse in the 
company of a guide and get 
to know all the city’s many 
aspects. 

Guided tours 
to discover 
heritage

 in new ways!

If you want to know all there is to know about the history 
of perfume, a visit to the International Perfume Museum 
is a must. It is the only museum in the world devoted to 
the safeguard and promotion of the international heritage 
of scents, aromas and perfumes. Paying a visit to one 
of Grasse’s  historic factories is also an original way of 
acquainting yourself with the mysteries of traditional perfume 
making.

http://www.savoirfaireparfum.paysdegrasse.fr
http://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/afaire/Parfumerie
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/afaire/parfumerie%20artisanale
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/afaire/Champ%20de%20fleurs
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/fr/node/1975
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/fr/node/1975
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/fr/grassevisites
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/fr/grassevisites
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/fr/mip
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/afaire/Parfumerie
https://www.paysdegrassetourisme.fr/afaire/Parfumerie


The skills related to perfume in Pays de Grasse were 
inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity on 28 November 2018 
by the Convention’s 178 signatory States.

The “Skills related to perfume in Pays de Grasse”  
application file was submitted by the Association 
Patrimoine Vivant du Pays de Grasse (Living Heritage 
Association of the Region of Grasse), and covered three 
aspects:
the cultivation of perfume plants, the knowledge and 
processing of natural raw materials,
 and the art of perfume composition.

The Association brings together a large number of 
practitioners (perfume plant growers, experts on 
natural raw materials and their processing, perfumers, 
foreign practitioners, scientists, elected officials and 
representatives of civil society).

The skills related to p erfume in Pays de Grasse  
inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on 28 November 2018 [UNESCO]

What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?
The Convention adopted by UNESCO in 2003 for the 
safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage aims to 
safeguard “the practices, representations, expressions, 
knowledge, skills that communities, groups and, in some 
cases, individuals recognise as part of their cultural 
heritage. Such heritage may be manifested in domains 
such as oral traditions and expressions, performing 
arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, knowledge 
and practices concerning nature and the universe, and 
traditional craftsmanship.

The goals and challenges of inscribing 
the skills related to perfume in Pays de 
Grasse on the World Heritage List 
▶ Creating an inventory of Pays de Grasse’s Intangible 
Cultural Heritage.
▶ Encouraging its preservation, safeguard and promotion.
▶ Fostering maximum access to such heritage by all 
possible means.
▶ Encouraging recognition of the perfumer’s craft as an 
art form.
▶ Alongside local authorities, ensuring that the safeguard 
measures undertaken are implemented.
▶ Highlighting festivals, rituals and social practices relating 
to perfume.

THE CULTIVATION OF PERFUME PLANTS 

The cultivation of perfume plants has shaped Pays de Grasse’s 
olfactory landscape. Pays de Grasse’s three emblematic 
flowers have been grown there since the 17th century: 

roses, jasmine 
and tuberoses, 

along with 
other plants, 

such as violets, 
orange blossom 
mimosas and 

irises.

Professions related to the cultivation of perfume plants 
include growers, pickers, and those with special skills, 
such as grafters, who are a dying breed, especially 
with regard to techniques for grafting centifolia roses.

THE KNOWLEDGE AND PROCESSING 
OF NATURAL RAW MATERIALS 

Before going on to the processing of natural raw 
materials, we must address the concept of knowledge 
of such materials, a concept that has two sides to it. The 
first is to do with the work environment, daily contact with 
them.
The second is scientific, based on their observation 
and methodical analysis. So knowledge of natural 
raw materials starts in the fields and continues in the 
workshops.

When we speak of the 
processing of raw materials in 
perfumery, we are referring to 
all the technical steps involved, 
from the manufacture of fragrant 
essences used in perfume 
composition to the design 
and creation of the equipment 
required for implementation of 
such processes.

THE ART OF PERFUME COMPOSITION

Perfume composition means assembling natural and 
synthetic raw materials to construct a fine-tuned olfactory 
architecture unique to each perfumer. When you ask 
perfumers how they envisage the art of creating a 
perfume, their answers have much in common: you must 
know how to smell, educate your olfactory senses, call 
upon your imagination, develop your intuitive side and 
record your own olfactory impressions.


